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Preface 
 

The main purpose of this e-book is to provide quick and easy access to 
commonly known piano chords and scales. All that is required to learn the 
content of this book is an interest for the piano and a nearby piano or digital 
keyboard (often known as a midi keyboard). One should also know common 
techniques and finger placement for the piano. A link is provided to video tutorials 
below if you do not know where to place your hands.  

 
This e-book is divided into two main sections: Chords and Scales. There 

are 12 sub-sections within the Chord and Scales sections because there are 12 
individual keys on each octave of the piano. The specific chords and scales can 
be found in their key sections.  

  
For a quick tutorial on finger placement, view the following link for a list of 

video tutorials found on YouTube’s website.  
 
Finger Placement Tutorials: 
 
http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=piano+finger+position&search_ty
pe=&aq=3&oq=piano+finger 
 
 Most of the content in this book can be played with one hand, but proper 
hand technique and placement is a good place to start if you are a beginner.  
 
 For more music tutorials and other music related content, visit the website 
at www.themusictip.com. 

http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=piano+finger+position&search_type=&aq=3&oq=piano+finger
http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=piano+finger+position&search_type=&aq=3&oq=piano+finger
http://www.themusictip.com/
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Playing the Chords  

  
Learning new chords and scales throughout this e-book is as simple as 

looking at the pictures provided. Having knowledge of reading sheet music or any 
other music theory is not required. 
 

Playing the chords in this book can be fun and very easy. You simply play 
all the highlighted keys in the picture simultaneously for your chosen chord. Of 
course, mixing up the combinations throughout different octaves (sections) of 
your piano can also achieve a pleasant sound. Each octave has 12 keys and the 
center note on the piano is C5, which is the note of C in the 5th octave of the 
piano. Playing chords in different octaves of the piano is often known as inverting 
a chord. Inverted chords are not covered in this e-book, but can easily be 
achieved by experimentation or a simple internet search. 
 
An example chord is shown below. You will find the root note at the bottom left of 
the image and the name of the chord on the top left of the image. 
 

 
 
This particular chord is known as the C Major chord. When pronouncing 

the chord name, you say the root first and then the chord second. In this case, 
the root is C and the chord name is Major; giving us the chord of C Major.  

  
When you play the C Major chord, you will play all three highlighted keys 

simultaneously. The three keys of C, E and G give us the C Major chord. You 
should follow this process for every chord throughout the book. 

 
In each chord image, you will notice the notes on the piano have letters 

written on them. Of course, this is not how real pianos are, but I put them there 
for you to easily identify which notes you are playing. This helps greatly when 
first learning the notes of the piano. 

 
In order from start to finish, an entire octave of 12 notes on the piano is as 

follows: 
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C, C# / Db, D, D# / Eb, E, F / E#, F# / Gb, G, G# / Ab, A, A# / Bb, B / Cb 
 
 The order of the notes is the same for each octave on the piano. Remember, 
each octave starts on the note of C, such as C1, C2, C3, C4, C5, C6, and C7 for a 
full sized piano. The images in this e-book will only cover 3 octaves of keys and each 
chord or scale will be starting in the center octave, which in this case, will be C2.   
 

You might be wondering what the number (#) sign and the lowercase b 
symbols stand for. The number sign stands for sharp and the lower case b stands for 
flat. When you say a note verbally, such as C# or Db, you would say “C Sharp,” or 
“D Flat.” Some keys have more than 1 name. In different chords and scales, the 
names are sometimes interchanged with one another.  

 
*Authors Tip 
 

When first learning the notes of the piano, it may be helpful to make small 
stickers with the name of each note written on them and stick them to the 
corresponding key of your piano or keyboard.  
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Playing the Scales 
 

 Scales are very easy to play and learning them can make your experience 
playing the piano wonderful. Start playing the scale from the first highlighted key 
to the last highlighted key in the image provided. A common practice when 
learning new scales is to play the scale all the way up and then all the way back 
down again. This helps the mind recognize the scale much easier when practiced 
frequently.  
  
 An example is shown below for a generic scale. As per chords, you will 
find the root note at the bottom left of the image and the name of the scale on the 
top left of the image.   
 

 
 
 This particular scale is known as the C Major scale. When pronouncing the 
scale name, you say the root first and the scale name second. In this case, the root 
is C and the scale is Major; giving us the scale of C Major.  
 
 When you play this C Major scale, you will start from the first note in the 
octave, which is C and play each highlighted note following it. Played sequentially, 
the eight keys of C, D, E, F, G, A, and B give us the C Major scale.    
 
 You should play each note up the piano or keyboard and then back down to 
practice. Using this method for each scale in this e-book will be very beneficial to 
you.  
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